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Mark 12: 30-31   
     “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, and with all your strength, and you shall love your neighbour as yourself”. 


	 
We are a union of Presbyterian and Congregational churches at the heart of Sunderland city life, growing from a past rich in mission and hospitality.  We embrace this heritage utilising the Five Marks of Mission to guide and enable us to take forward current opportunities for mission and service.
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Thinking Allowed
The Porch      
RS Thomas                                                                   
Do you want to know his name?
It is forgotten. 
Would you learn what he was like?
He was like anyone else, 
a man with ears and eyes. 
Be it sufficient that in a church porch on an evening in winter,
the moon rising, the frost sharp, 
he was driven to his knees
and for no reason he knew. 
The cold came at him;https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6794879

his breath was carved angularly as the tombstones;
an owl screamed.

He had no power to pray.
His back turned on the interior 
[image: ]he looked out on a universe that was without knowledge of him and kept his place
there for an hour on that lean threshold, 
neither outside nor in…

I write this month’s piece having spent most of this week at The Hayes Centre in Swanwick Derbyshire at the annual Minister’s school.  This is a time to take a breath, to catch up with colleagues and friends, but also a time to be challenged, to pray and to listen for God’s voice.  

[image: ][image: No photo description available.]Our session leaders were Carla Grosch – Miller, who many of you will have encountered through her Ministries in this Synod or her thought provoking reflections. I have some of her books if anyone would like to borrow them.
Our second session leader was Elizabeth Baxter from Holyrood House and an Anglican Minister.
[image: ]In the session Elizabeth led, which she titled Pentecost, she shared the poem above.  Many of you may know R S Thomas as a Welsh poet and
an Anglican Minister but I didn’t!

For me though this poem felt very relevant to where we are at Stockton Rd United Reformed Church.  When we began our Garden Project with our ‘Hopes and Dreams’ session back in February 2022, we heard that people in our local community thought we had closed and the building was empty.

Personally, I know that perception has changed through all of our hard work over this last year.  We have chatted to people as we have completed our community gardening sessions. This year I have had a few people just popping in as they are passing, which shows us that people are again see us as being there for them.  Perhaps that new sense of presence is reflected in the trickle of people who are now beginning to come along on a Sunday?

Some of those individuals came to mind as I read this poem.  Some of those individuals came into our building, because they volunteered, some straight to worship, but in the culture of our society today that is not always easy, maybe even alien.  This meant that I, personally, found this poem resonated quite powerfully with me as we journey to make our building a thriving community hub. 

I would love to hear what you think of this piece? For me, this person is searching, yearning even, for God, but it is too hard to cross the threshold into the church building.  This liminal, in between place, here the porch, could make it possible, as could relationships, conversations, us being there. However, the yearning in this piece reminds us that this will not happen quickly, or in our own time, but rather in theirs and God’s time.  We need patience and perseverance in a world that is very different to when each one of us crossed over a threshold into this building, a church we have made our home probably because of those we encountered and the welcome we received.

This reminded me of the guest speaker at my Induction here who spoke about the importance of ‘Presence’ for me, for us and the work we are attempting. Someone from the church needs to be there when people need them to be, not necessarily when it suits us.  However, that ‘Presence’ does not necessarily need to be me alone, each one of us can come alongside people as a welcoming presence, as an acquaintance, perhaps in time maybe as a friend.
[image: ]As our work has progressed, we have and are continuing to form partnerships which enable new opportunities for that presence, but to enable this work to last after I retire, or the CRCW Project ceases I/we need you to get involved, to be the church’s ‘presence’ at the groups and events that are coming into being. I hope each and every one of you feel able to help in that way.  After all you as a church community have such a rich history of hospitality, service and mission!


[image: ]This was so evident at the Eurovision celebration that we supported the informal group, Sunderland for Ukraine, to host.  There were half a dozen of us there to celebrate with the hosts, families and friends.  I found it an honour to celebrate with them, to hear their stories and help them to feel wanted in this terrible time.  Perhaps one of those who were there will write a short piece for the newsletter to share their experience, but for now they noted our presence, were so grateful, and, I feel, we gained as much as they did.
[image: ]The new sessions with The Cultural Spring begin this week, this time 5 or 6 weekly blocks. Please book a place and come along and actively share the children and family drumming sessions with any children you know, your children and grandchildren. Invite them along and maybe join in yourself, Dave and I plan to be there!






We are continuing to work towards opening our building with four days of events to encourage ourselves and others to celebrate and explore our glorious home, all of the buildings which make up Stockton Rd United Reformed Church.
· Currently we are working with The Cultural Spring to design and create a piece of stained-glass art with input from our current building users so we hear what the building means to them. This is another benefit of the partnership work we began with The Cultural Spring last year.
· We hope to hold a service on a meeting night to dedicate and then install the banner we created with the Rainbows last year. It would be lovely if some of us could join in with that.
· There will be one of our Community Workdays on the first day, the 17th of August, and a guest speaker in the evening.
· We hope the building will be open during the day on the Friday, 18th of August, and we hope a Nigerian social event in the evening.
· Our activity day for all will be coordinated with a theme of ‘Our heritage, our environment ‘on the Saturday 20th of August.  We have lots of stakeholders to lead activities, but we will need to have our own volunteers to make this happen so speak to Anne Lewis if you can help
· [image: ]Then on the Sunday Jane will lead our worship with an environmental theme, followed by a light buffet lunch and entertainment from the dance school.  We will invite the carers and performers to share lunch with us.
Then in September we are hoping to start a community lunch utilising food otherwise destined as landfill in partnership with a national organisation, Foodcycle  depending on the decisions reached at our next Church Meeting on the 20th of June at 3.00pm, it would be good 

to see you there.

Exciting, busy and, I hope, not too exhausting times ahead, 

Every blessing,
Alison Dalton,
Church Related Community Worker 
07908110121 crcw.alison.dalton@gmail.com



Lectionary Readings
4 to 10 June – Matthew 28: 16-20; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Genesis 1:1-2; Psalm 9.
11 to 17 June – Genesis 12:1-9 and Psalm 33:1-12; Hosea 5:15 to 6:6 and Psalm 50:7-15; Romans 4:13-25; Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26.
18 to 24 June – Genesis 18:1-15; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Psalm 100; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23).
25 June to 1 July – Genesis 21:8-21; Jeremiah 20:7-13; Psalm 69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39.





Church Services June

All services at 10.45 am in the Sanctuary unless indicated otherwise


June 4			Coffee and croissants (lower hall)

June 11		Elisabeth Meikle

June 18		Revd Jane Rowell

June 25		Barbara Mitchell and Christine Hutchinson




Scheduled Meeting

Church Meeting			Tuesday 20 June at 3pm
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Check website for more information and equipment safety sheet.www.loveamelia.org.uk 

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]








Copy for July Newsletter by 25 June to rosina.anderson1503@ntlworld.com please
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Sunderland For Ukraine would like to invite you all to join
our Ukrainian/British Eurovision song contest party.

Saturday 13 /05/2023 doors open 7pm
Stockton Road URC Church (3 minutes from Park Lane)

. Cash donations on entrance
. Bring traditional/European food
. Bring your own drinks ( reasonable amount of

alcohol allowed )
e Wear something fancy, Ukrainian traditional or UK
previous entrance eg. Bucks Fizz style (not
compulsory).




image11.jpeg




image12.png
m9o
Cultural

Art Sessions @ Shne
Stockton Road United Reformed
Church

})"4\(/1 | Photography and Cyanotypes with Jo Howell
Tuesdays 6 June - 18 July 2023, 1-3pm
(no session 20 June)
l Learn how to use your phone for effective photography, and
\_ transform your favourite shots into a cyanotype photography
\ artwork. Learn week by week in a friendly laid back atmosphere.
'S § Combing theory with practical skills through photographic walks
j and indoor setups with photographic artist Jo Howell. 3

African Drumming with GemArts
Fridays 9 June - 7 July 2023
4.30-5.30pm (Ages 5-11years)*
6.00- 7.30pm (Ages 11+ and adults)

Over the taster music workshops, a GemArts drummer Fanuel
will offer a fully immersive learning experience through the
positive power of drumming. Participants will learn the
background of the art form, about the context and historical
importance that the drums have to African culture and learn
different rhythms for different celebrations.

Venue: Stockton Road United Reformed Church, Sunderland, SR2 7DD
Workshops suitable for beginners upwards.
Under 16's must be accompanied by an adult

To book visit www.theculturalspring.org.uk
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Wishlist June 2023 Love,

Clothes (boys and girls): i Beds and Bedding:
« All ages - sleepsuits/babygrows and « Cots and Cotbeds (No mattresses please)
pyjamas » Toddler beds (No mattresses please)
« 4 -16 years - all clothes and pyjamas 1« Toddler and single pillows (new only)
« All ages - Underwear (new only)

Equipment:
« Safety Gates - (pressure fit only)
« Double Prams
« Travel System Prams and Strollers
« Sterilisers - cold water or microwave only
« Highchairs
 Fireguards
« Baby bouncers and swings

Toiletries (unopened only please):
* Nappies - Sizes 4 and 5

« Baby bottles - all sizes (new only)
« Changing mats

« Arts & crafts, colouring pencils

« Sensory toys (all ages)

« Small outdoor toys

Thank you for your su
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29th June - 2nd July 2023
Open 10 am - S pm
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ARMED FORCES DAY

Join us for a family orientated, fun packed we&kend
With live |
stage performances from:

BGT's The Soldiers of Swing
Beyond Madness
Yvonne the Vintage Vocalist
Sea Shanty Men

y,mkle & Stoggn
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Military Associations, Military Charities
The Royal Engineers
Grace house, More Than Grandparents
The North East Legion
A Hurricane Flypast
British Wrestling, Historia Normanis

Fun Fair, Market Village
Reenactments, Vintage Cars
Beers and Food, Sweets and Toys
and much much more

24 & 25 JUNE

Seaburn Recreational Ground, SR6 8PQ
Sat: 10am to 9pm Sun: 10am to 5pm
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Sunderland Armed Forces Weekend
24 & 25th June

HURRICANE FLYP

Sunday 25th June
between
1300 & 1400

T

Seaburn Recreational Ground
SUNDERLAND
SR6 8BZ
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AIRFORCE




image1.png
The
United
Reformed
Church

www.urc.org.uk




image2.png




